
The secret of being a successful scientist is…to devote oneself to one thing.

The biggest challenge facing scientists is…to recruit young talented students who are willing to enjoy
ventures in science.

If I could have dinner with three famous scientists from history, they would be…Einstein, Lavoisier
(who named dioxygen for the first time), and Marie Curie (because I am at a university for women).

The three things I would take to a desert island would be…a computer to write papers, an iPod to listen
to music, and a cell phone to communicate with students in my laboratory. Of course, my family should
also be on the island with me.

I chose chemistry as a career because…God directed me this way.

If I wasn’t a scientist, I would be…a congressman.

My most exciting discovery to date has been…the first non-heme iron catalyst in olefin epoxidation by
hydrogen peroxide, and the first crystal structure of a nonheme iron(IV)-oxo intermediate.

The most exciting thing about my research is…to understand the differences between heme and non-
heme iron-oxo intermediates.

When I wake up I…think what I have to do in chemistry.

In ten years time I will be…a congressman in Korea.

My ultimate goal is to…understand the exact mechanism(s) of dioxygen activation by
metalloenzymes.

A good work day begins with…receiving acceptance letters for my submitted manuscripts.

The biggest challenge facing chemists is…to make the earth more “green”.
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